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Rights.Grojp Gave^Uata on;/ 

/' and Member? t»the Bureau 

By ANTHONY I ~ 

For about, seven yoiw^in^’th.6^1 950’s 
a number ot of^iaalai o^ths^irojic^ 
CrviC: liberties Umoii-'gave therii Federal 
Bureau of In vesti gation^cxc«^con turning 
basis, information about" the* organization; 
its activities»and some ofc its., members^ 
according tor materiads'obto the 

In addition :. 'v ggestrthal 

several- of> thejofficiads asked. <dhe*» bureau 
to help them tcT identify Communist Party 
members • who ^ mighr baj tryin^ta gaisc 
seats on the boerdk^tfl* A.CUUl’s ttatej 
affiliates: There i y no-teidcatoin^ that the 
bureau complied' with these requests.?/- 
One result of thi-'sactivity was- that the 
F. B. L opened: filesson scores of -persona 
whose- names they received and tried to 
determine whether any of them had been 
engaged, irL J/subversiv e ! ’ activities:./^. Jjj 
Two of the persons who* appearfto hav« 
given the bureau information in some iiri 
stances said yesterday that in -that~ Cokii 
War penod the^ja; ^appeared to beact-- 
ing to protect ci^juLirig 




tiotv 

to- : _ 

tressed, to leanSthatL' ichad bW^venl- 
> -Pi How Materi»I* Wer» Obuine. < "' 

The. tnatenafe NTCOT^%tafned : - 

A.C.L.UT throug^%jTrequesU cuKier^ the 
Freedom of Inforbwtirin :Acf and subse- 
quently made available to* The New York; 
Times. They show that between 1953~and 
1959 a number of officials, including the- 
head of the A.CJLtVr Washington office, 
Irving Ferman^. advised' the bureau on an 
irregular but contin uin^basis- cf-activities 
that the organization was ptanfoffL^l- 

"The files show that* on > a number of 
occasions, almost entirely duringti the 
McCarthy era^certain persons who were 
then- A.CXlXi offices were In- contact 
with the F3.£ to provide or obtain infor- 
mation abourthe political beliefs.or afftli- 
ations of other- A.C.l.U_members «nd oM 
ficiaJs,-- particularly^ those ^whavi were* 
thought to be Communists;’: Norman Dor- 
sen, the A.GL.TJ.1 chairman,;: arKfc'Aryeh* 
Neier, its executive director;; sankm a’ 
statement released yesterday. •r:‘. 

"Whatevepr’their motive,, such contacts* 
with the F.BX wererwrong,. inexcusable* 
and destructive, o^fcirir/lib^es* princi- 
ples. These indrientartool^ptoce im a dif- 



ferent; era and- are contrary to the way 
the A.GLU^dperatestxx*ay,"' , . i . 

U Materials Are Listed S? aw 
The materials given the F3.L included 
correspondences between vA.CX.TJ. offi- 
cials- minutes of meetings of various state 
affiliates;^ drafts.- of ^position papers, 
memorandums,-.. lists- of officers and. bits 
erf gossip about internal feuds. 

Muc h ; of t iris wafl routin ely passed 



by bureau officials to the F3X’s domestic 
inte^fgence/division for analysis and then. 
senttoJocaLfield offices, to be in corporal- 

(h».-cqcnmumcatk)m the A.CX.U/2* 
southem^Cahformi^kffihate. was passed 
akmgjjyi Mr,. Ferman to- a. bureau official 
with 3' notation^ sarying “there is no ques- 
tion, in my mind [that] this^isra product 
ofCommunist coercion.”;^ 

&n : another occation, the ..files showr| 
M» Ferman -sent, a- letter .'to- that same 
offiriaLv Louis.' Br Bichols; then the No. 
3 man. imthebureau, drsdoskng the names 
of two persons who had. tried, to get the 
A.C.LU.’s help in. organizing a? campaign? 
against, the ‘ House-/ Committee on Un- 




telephone interview: 
that he could- not recall 
^•incidents- described in- the; 
but did;iKrt dispute the au-^< 



yesterday 
many of 
F.B.I.V1 

thenticity ofithe 'documents.^ j 
He.wc^cgrofcicommfint'on his moByei 
Jn turnings such material - over to- Mr^'Ni- 
,cholsv*but saidJ that zjti was ’’absolutely 
-not^hisi- intention- that the bureau - open 
files-oa persons: named in the documents; 

However, itt a statement:- that he pre 
pared^for thefcorrent leadership ofthe 
A.C.IlU;£he-'3aid- 'that; the policy^oTtb* 
A.CXU^-I^adership at^thatytime was tc 
J - — g - jjj. j. ciose'relationship 



_idl , bther:;Goveniment : 

agencies:?*-' '&•?; ^ T? 

“The policy reflected a recognition that 
particularly during: the- Cold War period* 
of the>’5u*s,. there\ was need for some 
clear’ channels to those agencies operat- 
ing in the political framework similar to 
that of the union,” he said 

A ’Friend* ofThe F3.I. 

He added that this "did not mean that 
the*A.CX.U. endorsed* the policies and 
practices of the bureau, but simply re- 
flected “the wisdom that, any struggle' 



for human h Derry requires: many, many/ 
battle stations.’*-" 

Mr. Ferman. who is referred tniitFjB.r 
files as a. “friend” fof ther, bureau,^ and 
who- once, proposed, tht the late X Edgar 
•Hoove be given a dviV liberties^ award* 
is now a professor of law at Howard^ 
University, in Washington. . ~ i 

There. is no suggestion in the RBX files 
made public to date. that. Mr. Ferman or 
any others were ever-paid r informers, or 
that the KB.L in any; real sense “infiltrat- 
ed” the .A.C1.U. as it- did/ the* Socialist 
Workers* Party and the Communist Party 
U.SjV. in the 1950’s. -r.— t _.-• f T ' ■< 

Ratherr. it- appears that mucir of the 
material was given ^to .the bureau by a 
small number of A.CX.UF- officials who 
feared -that members of.- the Communist! 
Party- were gaining vinfluenc^ overl 
A.CX.U? state affiliates or who wanted" 
to alert the bureau tor what it considered? 
ant>F3.L positions being taken by somH 
of the A-CX.U.’s members.-'- /*' , ■ 1 

4,- Some of this^ concern • fe "reflected in.^ 
a memo from Mr.- FTichois- to Clyde Tol-J 
son, then MrrHoover*s top deputy,_which- 
suggests ..that there .was concern: at the 
A.CX.IT/S national headquarters that it 
was not able to- exert control- over the 
state affiliates. > -i 

- ; In^this-. memor:-Mr.? Nicholsi quoted^ a 
person— whose name was deleted by, the 
F.BX before the document was released — 
as saying that b^f eared some of: the af- 
filiates “have been infil-trated and unless 
steps arsi taken will soon be' controlling 
tl^JMtion^«tyanizatiom” • v . -/ 

v , -^Action Termed Inexcusable/ ^ 

< In* an interview •yesterdayf: > Mr. : Neier,* 
the current, executive director,' said that 
even though there was a prohibition- in 
the 1950*s against Communists' and Fas- 
cists serving on a.CJLU. govern mg bodies, 
that was no excuse for the organization’s 
officials to give information to the F.B.I. 

“This -led t6 the creation ofc F3.L dos- 
siers on A.-CI4JJ. members,” he said. ”We 
don’tTcnow what use the F.B.L made of 
the dossiers, but we do know generally 
that dossiers have been used, [by the 
bureau] to harm people.” 

In addition, Edward J. Ennis, who was 
a general counsel to the A.C.L.lL-at the* 1 



•\ n* - .* -»* »• *- '•» 'S'**- V 

| time, said that the disclosure that certain 
; A.C.L.U. officials had given information 
| to the bureau “came as a surprise to me,** 

; and that such ^action had t never ^ been 
; endorsed by the board of directors.: ^ 

| The FJB.L documents are part of a block 
of more than 10,000 documents from: bu- 
reau files that have been provided: toi the 
A.CX.U. in recent months, 

One problem: in trying* to analyze them 
is that many of. the participants are*: dead 
and are in no position to contradict what 
F.B.L officials say. about them in the re- 
ports..- •: nrtfnfi-HUQ > 

r Memorandum Ir Cited # 

For example; one memorandum from 
* Mr. Nichols, who died recently: to Mr. 
Tolson, who died in. 1975. states. that the 
late Patrick; Murphy Maiin/Vwho * was 
executive director of the A.CX.IX in* the 
1950’s, was concerned about Communists 
‘ being on the boards of the state affiliates 
and sought F.B.E help. ». > ‘i " y}*} 

"He tbenttold me he -had * been on the 
alent- for~the» advancement of names . to 
the A-CX:#. -who might be the tools of 
"Communism/^Mr.- Nichols wrote. “So far, 
he had not- spotted any,** and if we got 
any word of ‘tlris^e would. appreciate 
being tipped { 

Mr. Neier said yesterday that : while it 
was clear that some A.CX.U. officials had 
1 been in contact with* the- bureau and 
provided it with information, “we* do not 
accept as necessarily truthful any F.B.L 
document that characterizes a conversa- 
tion with any individual.’* ; * 

He $said that, such documents should, 
be regarded ash hearsay and “not reli-* 
abie.’*i as^:-.*- 

- *Second Best* rt&'svy&M 

This 1 * was* echoed by Herbert Mont?' 
Levy, a New*- York City- lawyer who in; 
the early 1950’s *was a'/staff counsel for 
the A-C.L-ULand who- is* mentioned/ip 
some* of* the documents*- as having ‘given; 
bits of information to the bureau, 

Mr. i Bevyyiiin ^.'statement tha^Btr 
drafted * fot> the * A.C.L.IT, ' said '• tbaST'jt 
troubled? him* that. in the versions ? of con-’ 
versatxms recorded in:F.B.I. files fr eitberi 
knuckle undec-tolherE^BwLipositiott or. see 
the light^’*3^l^‘ 

“In othei^wbrds;: I 'consistently • coma 



; <JA memo from Mr. Nichols to Mr. Tol*^ 
son saying that Mr. Levy had been con-i 
cerned about reports that nine member* 
of the board.. of the A.C.L.U/S Maryland 
affiliate were Communist Party member 
and “was wondering if I could give him 
any -guidance.” ; y; * ■* ( 

u Cannot Recall Statement * • 
^Mrv; Levy, the only one of the above 
three who is alive to rebut the assertion, 
said yesterday that be could not . recall 
this, could not imagine ever having. said 
certain that hr had j never 
given the - F3JL enyr- information- than 
could be used against other A.CX.U. mem* 

bers. f5 :*i • ^ jri v.s 

In. addition;, in- a -statement that he 
.drafted for the current A.C.L.U. member- 
ships he defended his^. becoming engaged 
in a dialogue with F3X officials, saying 
that, this had worked i to the advantage 
ot the organization. -?■■ ?: r ; ; . ;• 1 

^ “Under<the drcumstances as we then 
knew them . it was thoroughly advan- 
tageous to tbe-A.CX.lJ. and to the cause ] 
of civil liberties to enlist the aid of the] 
F.B.L whenever we could do so in support 
of civil liberties — thereunder severe at+i 
tack by McCarthyismc-ond- to intend tnj 
use the good offices of the F3X to set: 
the record straight when anyone mistak- • 
enly claimed A.CXU. was a Communist 
organization," he said, t - •t’-. i 

Of great concern to current officials^ 
however, is the fact that- the F3X in 
this period received material, some of it; 
apparently fronv-Mr.r Ferman, that* in-* 
eluded minutes^ of meetings held by: 
A-CXXL affiliates : in Colorado, Oregoru 
Pennsylvania^>Califomia,_ Massachusetts' 
and Illinois, and some documents fro mi 
the national headquarters.,.,.^' : . . 

p . A < Field Offices Got Data^. y ^ 

1 In most cases, the bureau appears, to 
have sent the minutes to the field, offices 
where- the* affiliates^. were -situated 6 and 
told local agents* toTcheck current, files 
and public l sourcesf of information-foe 

ti es^dSSa^i^S^^persons* listed *« as 
having attended* the**A.CL.TJ.. meeting^ 



out as second best bo the F.B.I. person- 
nel,” he* wrote. “I see nothing in the 
memorandum of instances where I per-, 
suaded the F3JV representative of the 
correctness of my position,. but . . . there 
were several. instances.'’;.': ' 

Among the material in the FJBX- files 
suggesting .that there bad been contacts 
with A.CX.U. officials are- the following:. 

^Memorandums from Mr. -Nichols to 
his superiors tht assert that the late Mor- 
ris Ernst, -then the general counsel- to* the 
A. CX.IJ.Vv. alerted the-*-F3X,.to the anti- 
F.BX sentiment of some* union members 
and to plans of some ^A.CX.11^ members 
to attack, the bureau^ sjgt; 3 ti‘ vj£. fX-v*> 
<1 Memorandums. from Mr^ Nl choir sug- 
gesting that Mr.-MaUn, the former execu- 
tive director, had. confided that- he was 
having problems- with*, ffiliates in Detroit, 

, Los. Angeles,. Denver and Seattle. and was 
seeking the bureau's Xal^Jr^trying • to 
keep the board of direc- 



rU'-nd waas 



